hturrr' Kirsc henhaurr 32, has grown his business

and become one of the few successful sporis
agents in Michigan.

BY MIKE ROSENBAM
LHELS?URDER]

.-K:'r-ll':'l.llp' Lo cliché, “When one

toor closes, another opens. Even
" ] ern Lhal's trise, iU vare for that
seeond door to open immediately
after the first one closes, But that's
literally what happened with Storm
Kirschenbaum — minns the actual
doars, that is.

Omly minutes after playing in
olleme hasehall game, the
Ly Lrioaes g wliate, whia'd
klimg " thit he'd like 1o
a sporte agent, made his first
b Lhe pitcher who'd just

gich
str uck him out “thres or fin |7-||||-.~'

st slider,

.||1

ith “the nastic
' I|‘|-. ||l.| |-.| L

that 4
K noy

PICECTY t
| I e gy looked at
i ||-;| I was eriey. Sa [ didn't el

Kirschenbaum has right pitch to be successful sports agent

him. But that was kind of the first
taste of the agent life”

Betfore long, Kirschenbanm was
baoth a law schiool student at T-D
Merey amd o working sports agent
At "|r-'.l: he represented several ¢ i
III |l."||l|'\ none af W |||||| |
it big. But the asso ¢
Kirschenbaum pecry
ars.

“T just told them, Hey, I'm a law
sirying 1o learn the bust-
niess, Give me o chance, [ yon don't
like me, vou can always fire ma.’

“Every single one stuck with me.
Amd 1 built some clients up through
law schieol. [ had mavbe 12 guys; they
were inth agrwes. And it was
Eaod cxpe e, They don't tench you
that in law schood, how to be an agent
There's nao class.”

By 2007 Kirschenbanm openesd
his own firm, Metis rt
Management, which recently moved
from Southlield to dowotown

LEE L]l

ather ball pl.l'--

Birmingham.

At ane tinee — before the athletics
door elosed — it seemed possihle that
Eirschenbanm would need an agent
A high-level youth hockey player with
Compuware and Little Cacsars, he
Lieried Lo basehall as a Groves senior.

Kirschenbanm made the maost of
his on son af high school base-
ball, earning all-state honoes plus
a scholarship to the University of
Florida in 1994,

Kirschenbanm deseribes his col
lege baseball carcer as “bizarre.” It
included several injuries, a teanster
from Florida and two years of ackion
for Long Island Universitw/iCW,

Pist, where he earned the Eastern
Colleginte Athletic Conference Merit
Medal for athletic and academic
achievement as a senior.

His background in athletics

which includes i close association

Please s=¢ RGENT, B2
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with boxing courtesy of his
father, [ormer state boxing
commissioner amd ﬁght-,]uﬂr
Stuart Kirschenbaum — helps
the F2-year-old speak his cli-
ents’ language.

Muinlaining a rapport with
those elients is wital to his sue-
cess, because an agent’s job is
much more personal than is
commaenly knowm.

“A Jok of| |1:]e ASSAME
that (his job ) high-protile,

Kirschenbamm says, “Its so exeit-

ing; yonr'ne deading with the g

combracts and you get to g to

clulslsnazes and things like that.
“The reality is that your

everyday job is ot that exciting.
W deal & lot with problems, We
deal with family matters. Guys
get in trouble and go to jail.
We've got to deal with that.

“If they'me buying a house,
we're involved. It's as full ser-
wice as wou gel. Yo really deal
with every aspect of their Life,

Wra've gob Lo sormetimes
teach these kids how towrite
a check. You've not only the
agent, vou're their family advi-
sor, vou're their attormey, youre
thedr beother, their father. You're
cvervthing to these guys and
they Jean on vou for everything,

“Ive hiad kids eall me at
three in the morning, saying
Uselr cell phone broke, "What
do T do? 1t like the end of the
world’s happened.”™

Kirschenbawm's agency rop-

Storm Kirschenbawm (right] is pictured with Mick Hersk, his business partner
at Metis Sports Management, 2nd client Roger Bernading (middle), an
cutfielder with the Washington Hetianals baseball beam.

resmits whout 70 pro basebiall
and foothall players. While his
elient basze is mainly young,
T g represent some Misjar
Lesgue and NFL athletes,
Arnong the clients
Eimchenbawm i most exclted
abaut is Washington Nationals
outficlder Roger Bernadina,
wiho's hitting close to 300 in

his first full by Tenguwe season.
Eirschenbanm's minor leagne
clients include Tigers draftee
Kevan Hess, who had 2324
ERA and one swee for the Class
A Connecticut Tigers throngh
July 8.

While mega-agents such as
Trrew Rosenhans and Soptt
Boras have offices in the more

glamorang locales of Miami
and metro Los Angeles, respee-
tively, Kirschenbanm haopes

s Bt et af thiee fiewy seecessful
Michigan-based agents,

“We're us big as they get in
the state,” he says. “There's not
a kol of us. There’ heen a lot
of people that have tried and
failed. And I like to think that
we've lasted the longest, us
and the Postons (brothers Carl
and Kevin).”

Kirschenbanm iz currenthy
warking on recruiting oollege
Feortheal] players, whe can tallk
but not vet sign with ngents
after their junbor years.

“The recruiting is 24 hours
n day,” he saps. Tt never staps,
We do that 265 davs a vear.”

Kirschenboum estimales
he's spoken with about 100
players who are 2011 NFL
dralt prospects. He won'L sign
them all, of conrse, But now, at
lenst, recruits dom't look at him
like he's crazy.



