Sulswiiedd photn
Storm Kirschenbaum made his name
8= A bassball player in high school, but
now e works off the field with his own
sports managemant company.
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W U-D, Groves grad
Storm Kirschenbaum
represents athletes.

SOUTHFIELD - Storm Kirschen-
i smielled the sweat and tasted the
bilood et anardy age. Omily a portion of it
was autobiopraphical

His father i3 Stuart Kirachenbaum,
the highly respecied former bieding
comnmissionar in dickigan,

Srgart Kirschenbanm alseserved as i
fight judeefor sat-altosm bouts. Hewas
acting in thet capacity when Hector
“Warcho” Camacho was confronting a
homtown product ar Madizon Squan:
CGarden

“Peopla in the coowd thaught the:
hosrsetomn guy had womn, My dad's cand

The Greatest

Btuart Kirschen-
hiaum's unique poai-
tion alkowed his som fo
mike evacontact with
the sometimes tragic
il pesult of athlethc
fame.

Storm was with his
faathyer when they visiv
ed Muhammad Ali at
the hoxing cham-

COLLMNIST
pion's hotne in Berrien Springs some

VEErS agn.

The mi=ts of Ali's brutal profession
beul long simee settled on the great
chaumpion. He spoke in quiet whispers,

i His thoughts were often padleck by sy
gy Camachi the decision. They were LE
shouting all kinds of things at my dad, 20988 “{‘“ﬂ"ﬁmﬁ’m“ﬂ'ﬂ Wy Loo
They had to have prards argind ng as. AP E Enched

His hands shook, too.

A ghove autographed by Al sits be-
himd Storm Kirschenbavm's desk at his
office.

Thiat glove servea as a reminder of
reatness and often, s costs,

Best frlends

Storm Klrschenbaum is an atiomey.
Ha went to law school at the University
of Netroit. He is president of Metis
Spurts Mansgemenl i Sauthileld. His
area of expeartise is focused. He works
with professional athletes.
Mt of the time they are focthall and
baseball plagers, Avotg his cllents are
Weston Ducws of the Eansas City
Chiefs, Kyle Clement of the Pittsburgh
Steslers and the Washington Nationals'
Royer Berneding,

“Metis k2 a full-eervics sports sRency.
Bagically, we represent athletes. We ne-
gntlate contracts. We negotizte market-
ing and endorsement deals, We are
their lifeline to everyibing outsicde the

A gatherlng Storm in the world of sports management

arend. I they want bo buy acar, they
call us. If they want to by a house, they
catll s, IF ey e lesgal problem,
they call us. We are their fathers, their
brothers, their mentors, and their bast
friends,” b said.

Center ice

Birschenbsaum was an eutstanding
youth hockey plaver, He plaved at the
highest level through his teenage years.
A Iis tearmmates were Mike Yok,
who now plays for the Columbes Blue
Jackets and Matt Elich, who played for
Tanpsa By and the Detvoit Vipers,

But Startn Kirschenbanmm had a han
kering for baseball, After spending st
anie full season imgzr hiph school
hizseshall as a senior at Birmingham
Girowes, ha was taberted ermigh o be
named a newspaper's Player of the
Wear.

See EVANS, Page T}

| EVANS: Storm warnings a good thing s i

Continmed from Page 10 up & knes gooling aromnd play-
1ng fondhall with seme of his
He was also picked o partic: teammates on the haseball team
ipaxte In the prestigious Eost- during Thanksgiving bk,
West Higch School All-Star game  Ripped cartilage tore a hols in
an Tiger Stadium. hiz dreams.

“The morning after the high
sehioal all-star game, my dad and
1 drowe dowm to Gainesyville. 1
had to go to summer schoal st
the University of Florida, and 1
plaved fall Ball. The team con-

That tear allowed the light of
recegnithon tooome in.

"l came back, but It was never
the: same. Basehell did not mean
that much to me anymore. The
laat game of my seqior season we

sisted of guys like David Eck- were playing Morth Caroline
aedn (foemer Warld Series MVE They had a very tall lefthanded
with 56 Lounisy, Mark Ellis (Oak-  plocher whehad the nestiest slid-
land A's), Brad Wilkerson(Red  ar [ had ever seen.

Sox)and Joeh FoggReds) There He was a junior and he waseli-
ware like ight or nine guys o gikle for the dradt, and he struck
that team whoarestill playing i mea oot with thit slider. After the
the majer leagues. There were  pameas we were shaking handsT
likeS5or 60 kldsentheteam. I guld him | was thinking about

was in over my head. Imean, T representing him in the draft. 1
had only played one year ol high  wanted to be his agens, He just
achool baseball,” said Storm Eir-  Jayghed,” said Storm Kivschen-
schenbaum, baam, laughimgat himsalf in rec
allection.

Bum knee

He lusted ahontt a yearend s Short-lived
half at Florida. He left and even-  That is exactly what Storm
fually landed at C.W, Postwhere  Kirgehenbaum is these days.
gushingadjectives followed him.  Ha's gt high profile clients, but
He was the transfer from Flor- — pe is fully aware that profile is
ida! That sentenice always oomn- ghorl-lived. Don't let all af the
cluded with an exclamation garmishrrents supplied by Fox o

mark, But Kirschenbaum busted

ESPHN ar Topps or Fleer foul you,

There's an expiration date
stanped an all profiessional ath-
Jetes, and it is always on the near
haorizan,

Serewing around at CW. Posl,
Taking a hit at Arrowhead Sta-
dinm. Shredding a rotator cuff
o1 the mound at Fenway. Get-
ting whacked avound by Ken
Marton and Joa Frazier,

Sport is high risk, high re-
ward.

Latting go

“The biiggeest problem & profes-
siomal athlete has is kowing
when 1o give it up.” Storm Kir
schenbeum sabd.

His office is adorned in vintage
photos. There is a Jarry Maguine
paster, too, 1t 18 sports memaors-

. bilia, burt it is oot the recollection

of soamenme wha pines for the
arend lights himsed.

“There are a lof of bed agents
ot there,” said Kirschenhaum,
“Thure are peaple who will say
anything or do anything st o
geta client.”

Storm Kirschenbavm i in the
ring now. He's fighting for his
clients.

Jim Evwaa s @ sports writer for

the Daily Tribune. Gontact him ak
Jimn.ewanes Ed allytribune, com.



